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MANDATE OF KICD

➢State Corporation established through an Act of Parliament the Kenya Institute of 

Curriculum Development (KICD) Act, 2013 (Revised 2019)

➢Established to develop curriculum and curriculum support materials for all levels 

of education below the university 

    a) early childhood development,

       b) primary education, 

       c) secondary education, 

       d) Special Needs Education,

       e) Teacher Education, 

       f) Adult and Continuing Education and; 

      g) Technical and Vocational Education and Training.



Core functions of the KICD

•  Advising the Government on matters pertaining to curriculum 
development; 

• Conducting research to inform curriculum development; 

• Developing curriculum and curriculum support materials including digital 
content, radio and TV programmes

• Evaluating, vetting and approving, any local and foreign curricula and 
curriculum support materials;

• collaborate with other individuals and institutions in organizing and 
conducting professional development programmes



Organisation of Basic Education



FOCUS OF BASIC EDUCATION  LEVELS 



Monitoring & Evaluation Reports: Recommendations 

030201
A review of the 

curriculum should 
be undertaken to 
ensure that the 

content is 
manageable and 

appropriate to the 
level of the learners. 

Activities that 
engage parents 

should be reviewed 
to ensure that the 

parents are not un-
necessarily 

overburdened.

Gaps and overlaps in 
the curriculum 

should be considered 
for review to 

rationalize the scope 
of the primary 

education cycle. 



KICD to rationalise the 
number of learning areas 
and curriculum designs in 

terms of scope, 
integration of subjects 
within a learning area, 

gaps, content overloads 
and overlaps in Basic 

Education.

Review CSL to reduce 
overload, overlaps, cost 

and promote community 
linkages and adapt all SNE 

learning resources 
including for the stage 

based curriculum.

Integrate the key tenets 
(VbE, CSL, PEE) to support 

successful 
implementation of CBC 
using the Whole School 

Approach.

Recommendations by PWPER 



RATIONALISATION

The (KICD), in consultation with (MoE) has rationalised learning areas as follows:

 PRE-PRIMARY (PP1 & PP2)

The learning areas at this level are currently five (5) and therefore, they remained as they are.

S/NO ACTIVITY LEARNING AREA NUMBER OF LESSONS 

1 LANGUAGE ACTIVITIES 5

2 MATHEMATICAL ACTIVITIES 5

3
CREATIVE ACTIVITIES (Formerly 

Movement & Creative activities)
6

4 ENVIRONMENTAL ACTIVITIES 5

5 RELIGIOUS ACTIVITIES 3

Pastoral/Religious Program of 

Instruction
1

Total 25



LOWER PRIMARY (GRADES 1, 2 & 3)
PREVIOUS  LESSON ALLOCATION RATIONALISED LESSON ALLOCATION

S/No. Learning Area Lessons S/No. Learning Area Lessons

(i) Indigenous Language Activities 2 (i) Indigenous Language Activities 2

(ii)
Kiswahili Language Activities / 

Kenya Sign Language Activities 
4 (ii)

Kiswahili Language Activities / 

Kenya Sign Language Activities
4

(iii) English Language Activities 5 (iii) English Language Activities 5

(iv) Mathematical Activities 5 (iv) Mathematical Activities 5

(v) Religious Education Activities 3 (v) Religious Education Activities 3

(vi) Environmental Activities 5

(vi)

Environmental Activities (To

 include Hygiene and Nutrition 

Activities) 

4

(vii) Hygiene and Nutrition Activities 2

(viii)
Movement and Creative 

Activities 
8 (vii) Creative Activities 7

Pastoral/Religious  Programme 

of Instruction 
1

Pastoral/Religious  Programme 

of Instruction 
1

TOTAL 35 TOTAL 31

The curriculum is 

adapted for Hearing 

Impaired, Visually 

Impaired and 

Physically Impaired.

A stage based 

curriculum for the 

Mentally 

Handicapped for

foundational level



UPPER PRIMARY (GRADES 4, 5 & 6)

PREVIOUS LESSON ALLOCATION RATIONALISED LESSON ALLOCATION

S/No. Learning Area Lessons S/No. Leaning Area Lessons

(i) English 4 (i) English 5

(ii)
Kiswahili/ Kenya Sign 

Language 
4 (ii) Kiswahili/ Kenya Sign Language 4

(iii) Mathematics 5 (iii) Mathematics 5

(iv) Religious Education 3 (iv) Religious Education 3

(v) Science & Technology 4 (v) Science & Technology 4

(vi) Agriculture 3
(vi) Agriculture 4

(vii) Home Science 3

(viii) Social Studies 3 (vii) Social Studies 3

(ix) Physical Health Education 5

(viii) Creative Arts 6(x) Creative Arts 3

(xii) Other Languages 2

Pastoral/Religious  

Programme of Instruction 
1

Pastoral/Religious  Programme 

of Instruction 
1

TOTAL 40 TOTAL 35

.

The curriculum is 

adapted for Hearing 

Impaired, Visually 

Impaired and 

Physically Impaired.

A stage based 

curriculum for the 

Mentally 

Handicapped for

intermediate level



JUNIOR SCHOOL (GRADES 7, 8 & 9)
CURRENT LESSON ALLOCATION RATIONALISED LESSON ALLOCATION

S/No. Learning Area Lessons S/No. Learning Area Lessons

(i) English 5 (i) English 5

(ii)
Kiswahili/Kenya Sign 

Language (KSL)
4 (ii)

Kiswahili/Kenya Sign Language 

(KSL) 
4

(iii) Mathematics 5 (iii) Mathematics 5

(iv) Religious Education 4 (iv) Religious Education 4

(v) Social Studies 3
(v)

Social Studies (Including Life Skills 

Education)
4

(vi) Life skills 1

(vi) Integrated Science 4
(vi)

Integrated Science (Including Health 

Education)
5

(vii) Health Education 2

(viii) Pre-technical Studies 4
(vii)

Pre-technical Studies (Including 

Business and Computer Studies)
4

(ix) Business Studies 3

(x) Agriculture 3
(viii) Agriculture 4

(x) Home Science 3

(xii) Sports & P.E 5

(ix) Creative Arts and Sports 5(xii) Visual Arts 2

(xiii) Performing Arts 3

(xiv) Optional Learning Area 3 None

TOTAL 45 40 +1

The curriculum is 

adapted for 

Hearing 

Impaired, 

Visually 

Impaired and 

Physically 

Impaired.

A stage based 

curriculum for the 

Mentally 

Handicapped for

pre-vocational 

level



SENIOR SCHOOL (GRADE 10, 11 & 12)

Senior school comprises three years of education for learners in the age bracket of 15 to 

18 years and marks the end of Basic Education as defined in the Basic Education Act, 2013.

It lays the foundation for further education and training at the tertiary level and the 
world of work. 

Learners exiting this level are expected to be “engaged, empowered and ethical 

citizens” ready to  participate  in  the  socio-economic development of the nation.

At this level, learners are ready to specialise in a career path of choice since they have 

had opportunities to explore their own potential, interests and personality. 

The Pre-Career stage entails students learning core and elective subjects based on 

career choice, interests, personality and aptitude.



Learning Outcomes for Senior School
• By the end of senior school, the learner should be able to: 

• Communicate effectively and utilise information and communication technology across 
varied contexts. 

• Apply mathematical, logical and critical thinking skills for problem solving. 

• Apply basic research and scientific skills to manipulate the environment and solve 
problems. 

• Exploit individual talents for leisure, self-fulfilment, career growth, further education and 
training. 

• Uphold national, moral and religious values and apply them in day to day life. 

• Apply and promote health care strategies in day to day life. 

• Protect, preserve and improve the environment for sustainability. 

• Demonstrate active local and global citizenship for harmonious coexistence. 

• Demonstrate appreciation of diversity in people and cultures. 

• Manage pertinent and contemporary issues responsibly.



SENIOR SCHOOL CORE SUBJECTS
•  English

• Kiswahili/Kenya Sign Language

Focus on functional skills such as listening, speaking, reading, 

writing, observation, correct use of language structures. Developing 

communication skills is key component of the 21st century skills 

and integral to career success (Harvey, 2014).

• Physical Education (PE)

Physical Education (PE) Physical Education (PE) at  Senior 

School aims to extend the development and mastery of 

the learner’s abilities in psychomotor, cognitive, social and 

emotional skills 

• Community Service Learning (CSL)

CSL offers experiential learning opportunities to apply 

competencies and values in different contexts as they engage in 

mutually beneficial projects within the community.

Note: ICT skills will be offered to all learners to 

facilitate learning and enjoyment



SS PATHWAYS AND TRACKS

ARTS & SPORTS 
SCIENCE

SPORTS 
SCIENCE

ARTS

• Sports  and Recreation

• Music and Dance
• Theatre and Film
• Fine Arts



SOCIAL SCIENCES

LANGUAGES
& LITERATURE

HUMANITIES & 
BUSINESS STUDIES

i. Literature in English
ii. Indigenous Languages
iii. Fasihi ya Kiswahili
iv. Sign Language
v. Arabic
vi. French
vii. German
viii. Mandarin Chinese

SS  PATHWAYS AND TRACKS

i. Christian Religious Education
ii. Islamic Religious Education
iii. Hindu Religious Education
iv. Business Studies
v. History and Citizenship
vi. Geography



SCIENCE, 
TECHNOLOGY, 

ENGINEERING & 
MATHEMATICS 

(STEM)

PURE 
SCIENCES

APPLIED 
SCIENCES

TECHNICAL
STUDIES

SS  PATHWAYS AND TRACKS

i.  Agriculture
ii. Computer Studies
iii. Home Science 

i. Aviation  

ii. Building and Construction 

iii. Electricity

iv. Metalwork 

v. Power Mechanics 

vi. Woodwork

vii. Media Technology* 

viii. Marine and Fisheries 

Technology* 

To be offerred  by particular schools 

i. Mathematics
ii. Biology
iii. Chemistry
iv. Physics
v. General Science



Dual Certification in Technical Studies

A graduate of the Technical Studies track will be eligible for 
dual certification.

This will comprise the Kenya Certificate of Basic Education 
(KCBE), awarded by the Kenya National Examinations Council 
for completion of Grade 12 and an Artisan equivalent 
certificate awarded by an industrial training institution. 

Graduates will therefore be eligible to join the world 
of work through apprenticeship by working under 
the guidance of experienced specialists as they 
advance their skills on the job. 

Learners graduating from this track will also 
have the option of joining middle level colleges 
or universities to pursue careers in areas 
related to technology and engineering.



Lesson Distribution at Senior School
Subjects  No of Lessons Per Week

(40 minutes per lesson)

Core Subjects 4 

1. English 6

2. Kiswahili 6

3. Physical Education 3

4. Community Service Learning (CSL) 3

Elective Subjects

5. Elective 1 6

6. Elective 2 6

7. Elective 3 6

* ICT Skills 2

*Pastoral/Religious Programme of Instruction 1

* Learner Personal /Group Study 1

Total Number of Lessons 40



LIST OF ALL SUBJECTS AT SENIOR SCHOOL

1.  English

2. Kiswahili/Kenyan Sign 

Language

3. Physical Education

4. Community Service Learning

5. Literature in English

6. Fasihi ya Kiswahili

7. Sign Language

8. Arabic

9. French

10.German

11.Mandarin Chinese

12.Indigenous Languages

13.History and Citizenship

14. Geography

15. Christian Religious

      Education

16. Islamic Religious 

      Education

17. Hindu Religious Education

18. Business Studies

19. Music and Dance   

20. Theatre and Film

21. Fine Arts

22. Sports and Recreation

23. Mathematics

24. Physics 

25. Chemistry

26. Biology

27. General Science

28. Agriculture

29. Computer Studies

30. Home Science

31. Aviation

32. Building and Construction 

33. Electricity 

34. Metalwork 

35. Power Mechanics 

36. Woodwork

37. Media Technology* 

38. Marine and Fisheries 

      Technology* 

NB

a) * LAs will be offered in specific 

schools

b) ICT skills will be offered to all 

students to facilitate learning and 

enjoyment



ADAPTED CURRICULA

• KICD has adapted curricula for Pre – Primary, Primary and Junior 
School levels of education for learners with Physical, Visual and 
hearing impairments in the subjects specified in the regular 
curriculum.

• At Senior School level, adaptation of curriculum designs for Grade 10 
has been completed while adaptation of curricula for Grades 11 & 12 
is ongoing.



LEARNERS WITH INTELLECTUAL DISABILITY

• Learners with severe cerebral palsy, autism, deafblind and 
multiple disabilities will follow the stage-based pathway.

•KICD has developed specialised curricula for the following 
levels:

oFoundation
oIntermediate
oPre-vocational
oVocational – ongoing 



TEACHER EDUCATION (TE)

•The Institute developed Teacher Education Curriculum 
Framework (TECF) in 2019.

•The framework spells out TE reforms in Kenya. 

•The framework contains the general learning outcomes 
for Diploma in Teacher Education.

• It provides levels of teacher education in Kenya.



PARADIGM SHIFT IN TE

• The focus on Content knowledge shifted to focus in Pedagogy 
and Professional Competencies.
• Focus will now turn to learner centred pedagogy rather than 

teacher centred pedagogies
• The academic and competitive teaching shall be replaced with 

reflective teaching.
• The 21st Century skills shall be addressed.
• Use of more formative rather than summative assessment.
• Emphasis on excellence and professionalism in education and 

training of teachers



CBTE CURRICULUM
The Institute has developed: 

oDECTE and DPTE Curricula for Pre-Primary and Primary teachers 
respectively. This was merged in 2024 to DTE for Pre – Primary and Primary 
Teacher Education.

oDSTE Curricula for Secondary School Teacher Education.

oUpgrade programme for ECDE and P1 teachers.

• All designs for both DECTE and DPTE have been adapted for the various SNE 
categories.

• Guidelines for micro-teaching and practicum have been developed.



CBTE ONGOING ACTIVITIES

The following activities for Teacher Education are 
ongoing:

•Development of SNE Diploma in Teacher Education

•Development of online course for both regular and 
teachers handling learners with special needs 

•Development of interactive digital content for teacher 
trainees

•Video programmes for teacher educators



EDUCATION RESOURCES 

• The Institute has successfully evaluated and approved course books 
and teachers’ guides for Pre – Primary, Primary and Junior School 
levels of education.

• The Government of Kenya (GoK) has also been procuring and 
distributing textbooks for these levels to schools.

• In April 2025,  the Institute is planning to evaluate curriculum 
support materials for Grade 10. 

• The Institute has developed Radio and Television programmes for 
various Grades.



DIGITAL EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES ON KEC 

• The Institute have availed Interactive digital content (IDC) for Primary School 
level (Grades 1 - 6). 

• The IDC can accessed for free from the Kenya Education Cloud (KEC) platform 
through: https://kec.ac.ke/

• The Institute has developed nine (9) teacher capacity building online courses on Kenya 
Education Cloud (KEC). These online courses can be accessed for free on the KEC at 
https://elimika.kec.ac.ke/

• The Institute has adapted digital content for learners with special needs for Grades 1 – 6. 
This adapted content can be accessed for free through: 
https://lms.kec.ac.ke/course/index.php?categoryid=337

https://kec.ac.ke/
https://elimika.kec.ac.ke/
https://lms.kec.ac.ke/course/index.php?categoryid=337


DIGITAL EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES ON KEC 

The Institute has also developed the following:
• Accessible digital textbooks accessible through the link: 

https://lms.kec.ac.ke/course/index.php?categoryid=344 
• Foundation and Stage based digital content accessible 

through the link: 
https://lms.kec.ac.ke/course/index.php?categoryid=522 
• Virtual laboratory simulations on KEC accessible through the 

link: 

https://lms.kec.ac.ke/course/index.php?categoryid=492
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https://lms.kec.ac.ke/course/index.php?categoryid=344
https://lms.kec.ac.ke/course/index.php?categoryid=522
https://lms.kec.ac.ke/course/index.php?categoryid=492


DIGITAL EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES ON KEC 

The Institute has also developed the following:

Child online protection guidelines accessible through the link: 

https://lms.kec.ac.ke/course/index.php?categoryid=529

Child road safety IEC materials accessible through the link: 

https://lms.kec.ac.ke/course/index.php?categoryid=529 

Radio programmes accessible through the link: 

https://lms.kec.ac.ke/course/index.php?categoryid=77
TV programmes accessible through the link: 

https://lms.kec.ac.ke/course/index.php?categoryid=76 

The Institute is also in the process of establishing an Open Education Resources 
Portal on KEC. 
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https://lms.kec.ac.ke/course/index.php?categoryid=529
https://lms.kec.ac.ke/course/index.php?categoryid=529
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HOW TO ACCESS THE KENYA EDUCATION CLOUD
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Key in the URL: 
www.kec.ac.ke 

http://www.kec.ac.ke/


CBC ROLL OUT PLAN

32



"Curriculum is not 
something that is static.    
It is ever-changing and 
needs to adapt to the 

needs of society."               
Linda Darling-Hammond

THANK YOU
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